
  
 

Multi-State Alternate Assessment (MSAA) 
Sample Item Teacher Guides Training 



  Sample Item Teacher Guides Overview 



 

        
    
 

 

Sample Items 

• Sample items are intended to be used for several different
purposes as outlined in the Test Administration Manual. 
– Practice 
– Become familiar with testing platform 
– Ensure students are familiar with item types and accessibility tools 



   

  
        
   
     

New! Sample Item Teacher Guides 

• Formative assessment and instructional tool 
• Allows teachers to understand what students may be able to know
and do based on the sample items 
• Provides strategies so teachers can respond to this information
through instruction 



   Content areas and grades 

• ELA 
– Grades 3-5 
– Grades 6 & 7 
– Grades 8 & 11 

• Mathematics 
– Grades 3-5 
– Grades 6 & 7 
– Grades 8 & 11 



 

 
 

   

Item Types 

• Selected response 
• Constructed response 
• Writing Prompt: ELA Grade 6 only (rubrics are available) 



 

 
   

   
  

     
 

  
   

Each guide includes… 

• Guide terminology 
• Introduction to formative assessment 
• How to best use the item sets 
• Sample Item thumbnails 

Note: The sample item thumbnails in the teacher guides are for 
reference only. When administering the sample items to 
students, teachers should use the actual sample items in the 
MSAA platform along with the corresponding DTA. 



   

 

  
 

Each sample item includes… 

• Alignment information 
• Learning targets 
• Instructional strategies 
• Scaffolds and supports 



    How best to use the sample item sets 



  

    
 

Blueprint table 

Note: The passages for items that 
assess reading standards can be 
accessed in the DTA and computer-
based testing platform. 



  

  
   

        

    
   

     
 

        
 
  

Obtaining evidence of understanding 

• Access the sample items for the students’ grade level 
• Use items individually as the learning targets are covered in class 
• Use smaller groups of items to address a series of learning targets that focus 
on one standard 

• Use the entire sample item set to measure students’ understanding of 
learning targets before, during, or after instruction 

• Review sample item sets from lower grades to build understanding of 
prerequisite skills for a given standard 

• Review sample item sets from higher grades to know how standard and item 
information build from the target grade 

• Use the sample items as models to create additional items to assess the 
standards 



   

        

      
      
   
   

     
       

Next steps for formative item data 

• Evaluate and interpret the data to identify gaps in student 
understanding 

• Respond to the gaps in understanding with appropriate feedback 
• Document the instructional modifications and supplementations 
provided to the student(s) 

• Plan on how to best scaffold the learning 
• Use learning targets to help guide which specific modifications 
supplementations, and scaffolding will best support the student 



  
 

Accessing the Sample Item Teacher 
Guides in the MSAA platform 



   

 

 

Accessing the Sample Item Teacher Guides 

www.msaaassessment.org 
Go to the MSAA 

homepage 

Click Sample Items 

http://www.msaaassessment.org/


 Download the Sample Item Teacher Guides 



Accessing the Additional Resources 
Sample Items 

Sample Item DTAs Writing Rubrics 



Thank you! 

Contact Information found at 
www.msaastates.com 

http:www.msaastates.com
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